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I \*r&SHIN(""‘O‘\'-’I’he FBI 'said Wecrxesday it had

opc*aed mail illegally in-Los £ngeies, San Francisco and -

- gix cther citiesin a program paraleling that of the CLA..
Providing.the {irst details of "ite’ mall -surveiliance.

".project, James B. Adams, d°put/ associate director, said -

that FBI agents opsned mail { for. nat'onal vemmq" mu- m T R U

- poses brtween 1940 and 1956, -
< In New . York City, an esUmau:d 42 million p pxecea of rmﬂ

. “were examired by agents from Oct. 1,71959, to July 22,
1956, he said; Of these, 1,011, pieces were opened, Acarb ‘
told members of a House postal facilities subcommittee. -

Rep.. Charles’ H.-Wilson (D-Calif.), ‘the" subcomnmi: te°
cha.'rnar said-that the figure sounded too low and m-_:
"structed Agaras*to "upply -details -on-‘the’ other -citizs: -
‘Adams seid ha would try-to do’so, but: mmsted "We &9
no‘ have adequate records on {his program."- A

. In addition o New York, Los Anveir:s and San F“ranc-s-~'

¢o, letlers were opened in B(mon, V'as‘ungton, stroit, -
‘Lame and Xjami, . Adams said.” .}

fter Adams gave additional testmonj in c!o-ed ses-. |
sion, 2 & subeommittee source termed the program "very in-
".discriminate." The mail of antiwar groups and polmcdl ex-
tremists citen was oponed under tne mandate 01 nmcrval
- security, the source said. -

Adams ¢id nol explain why the PBl's ma:l prom-n was
terminaied in 1966. This was the same year, hoy.oxek,
- that the late J. Edgar Hoover, then FBI director, also
gave written orde-s endmg break-ms m "c’omest(c sub ver-
‘sion cases™ - " SERCEN : -

As dexerited bv Adams, thp FB"s maxl prooram was si--
milar {6 that of the Ci4, which ‘opened zn estimated 13 -"
0060 letters a year to and from Communist: countries be- -
tween 1933 and 1973. Wilson's subcoramittee has been i 1r- R
~vestigating' since "the, mo aoe-xcxes acknomeoged th
practice earlier this year. '

‘The FBI sought to fmd ‘ore'gn adens m the Umed
- States and US. c;uzens who might nsell out this country
‘o homle foreign powers," Adams said.”The CIA's mail :
- project was aimed principally at gathering foreign intel- -
ligerce, but copies of thousands of Iet‘em a yedr a1~o were
passed o the FBI bysihe CIA. - -

Adams festified ihat there was "no statutory basis” for
xhe_FBI’s actions. But after the program was abandoned
in 1885 the bureau continued to accept mail inteliigence
from the C1A—ranging from 6,256 letters in ]"67 o ] 333
m 1972, he said.

* Wiison's subcommittee bas found no indication so far
that any President knew about or approved these projcts.

. According to previous testimony, the CIA's mail preject

" was terrmnated under pressure from the Postal Service in
Fevruary, 1973, CIA director William E. Colby bas called
the activity improper.

Declaring that the FBI mail program had been useful,
Adams told the subcommittee that a U.S. citizen who had -

offered to sell antiballistic missile information to a fo'enffn }
agen* had been detected 1hrough 2 letter. Y

Asked Ieter by reporters if the citizen had been proee- '
mueo Adams said no. He sa2id government Jawvers had
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- decmed that the evidence was tainted bacause the FBI

lacked authority to open mail.
. By law, the FBI may open mail only upon issuance o; a
. warrant by a federal judge. No warrant is needed, howsv-
er, for local, state, or federal agencies (o institute a "mail
cover," which means secreily examini=Z the enveiopes,
Adzms said the FBI currently has 79 ‘mail covers in pro-
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